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From the Board… written by Mike Zimmer 
 

I hope this letter finds everyone well.  There are several community items happening around our 
neighborhood I would like to update everyone with. 

 

At our last Homeowners Meeting, a neighbor submitted a proposal for a dog agility park within Brunner 
Park.  With their request, they offered to head up a task force to prepare a full proposal for the 
neighborhood.  If anyone is interested in helping with this, please contact the office and we will pass 
your information to them.  As this develops through out the year we will keep everyone abreast of its 
progress.  

 

The Spring Dumpster on April 17th was as usual a great success.  We had no problems filling both 
dumpsters.  On behalf of Winterwood I would like to thank Boy Scout Troop 470 for all of their hard 
work unloading everyone’s yard waste.  It is certainly no problem using the dumpsters on Sunday, but 
please do your part and put your waste in the dumpsters. We also desire to thank the neighbor that went 
out of their way to clean up the piles of yard waste someone dumped next to the dumpsters on the 
following Sunday 

 

As everyone is aware, someone vandalized the 196th street entrance 
signs last year.  We have installed two newly designed signs that we 
hope everyone will be very proud of.  Next time you enter the 
neighborhood check out this entrance.  We have matching signs for the 
181st street we will install in the summer. 

 

On May 4th we had our first public CC&R meeting at Maple Valley Library.  There was a large 
passionate turnout that I am sure will shape future activities relative to our CC&Rs.  You can read more 
about this in the minutes from the meeting as well as on the last page of this newsletter titled “Next 
CC&R Meeting Held at Covington Library the 16th of June”. 

 

“Going Green”. Many people have expressed their desire to keep informed of HOA information and 
activities between our newsletters & meetings.  The Board has started working with the internet, a 
private group on Yahoo!, as a way disperse information. The Group gives you the ability to immediately 
receive any mailing or event notice as they come up. On our website, there has been added a link to 
Winterwood’s new Yahoo Group or go to www.groups.yahoo.com/group/winterwoodhoa.  Once you 
have signed up to the group, you will be notified of items like; Upcoming HOA Meeting Agenda’s, 
ACC reports, CC&R Comments from homeowners and be reminded when the next ACC and HOA 
meeting.  Whether you have Internet at home or use the free service at one of our libraries, this is a great 
way to stay connected with your neighborhood.  Of course, the Board will work with those who do not 
own a computer. 

 

Hope to see you at the next meeting! 
 

Do YOU know your neighbors? 

There have been thief and vandalism in the neighborhood lately. Please make sure you are acquainted with your neighbors. Only 
together can we “take the bit out of crime!”  
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ACC Meeting  
Last Tues of the Month @ 6:30pm 

& 
Board Meeting  

Last Tues of the Month @ 7pm 
 

Dates 
June 29th 
July 27th 

August 31st 
 
 

Special Meeting w/ Lawyer 
June 16th @ Covington Library 

6:30 to 8:30pm 
Terry Leahy will be attendance 
to answer your questions on the 

proposed covenants & bylaws  
  
 
 

 All meetings are held at US 
Bank Building in Covington, on 

the 2nd Floor. 
 

Yard Waste Dumpster 
November 20th @8am 

 

Special Meeting with Lawyer 

June 16th @ Covington Library 

6:30 to  8:30pm  

 
Terry Leahy will be attendance to answer your  
questions on the proposed covenants & bylaws  

Join Winterwood’s Yahoo Group to get event 
notifications & the latest information fast. 

www.groups.yahoo.com/group/wintewoodhoa 
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"Has anyone in Winterwood been having problems with any of their Comcast services?  Please contact John  
Marshall thru the E-mail Webmaster link at the bottom of the Winterwoodhoa.com main page." 



WEHOA does not endorse nor recommend any advertiser herein nor does it 
accept any liability for the content or truthfulness of any advertiser. 

To Advertise Your Business w/ Your Card, it is $20 per 
newsletter for non-residents and only $10 for residents. 

Don’t forget you can upgrade your MAILBOX! 
Any homeowner can upgrade your locking or non-locking mailbox without ACC approval as long the box 
meets these specifications: Maximum dimensions that can be reasonably accepted in current enclosures:  

Depth: 22 in., Height: 15 in., Width:  11.5 in., and Black in Color 
For more information, go to www.winterwoodhoa.com 
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Next CC&R Meeting Held at Covington Library the 16th of June  
An initial meeting introducing the intent and process of changing the CC&Rs was held on 4th of May.   
 
A plan and initial schedule for continued review and meetings was proposed during that meeting.  NOTE: The May 4th proposed 
meeting for 22nd of June has been canceled and reschedule for the 16th of June. 
 
It became apparent during this meeting there was enthusiasm and concern with some miscommunication on the Board’s effort to 
upgrade these documents.  After having absorbed comments by the neighborhood and reviewing the state of the project, two 
conclusions were made by the Board:   
 

1. The next meeting, the 16th of June, regarding covenant revision needs to include the lawyer in order to provide a common 
understanding to homeowners of the process and current issues involved in creating and maintaining useful and 
enforceable covenants and allow the lawyer to understand the concerns and views of the neighborhood, including 
readability of covenant documents 

2.    A poll of the entire Winterwood neighborhood needs to be accomplished to determine if the majority are in favor of a 
revision to the current covenants once you have the chance to talk with the lawyer. 
Thus, a simple telephone poll to homeowners regarding this issue will be executed after   the June 16th meeting and will 
be completed before the Board Meeting on June 29th and the results will help direct the Board in how best to move 
forward.   

 
The WEHOA Board began discussing options to update the CC&Rs last summer.  This was predicated by recognition that some 
articles were out of date with current county and state statutes, i.e. the specifications relating to issues such as siding and roofing 
materials was behind current technology, materials, and manufacturers, and the ability to legally enforce certain violations of the 
CC&Rs proved to be difficult under the current version. The Board felt these issues warranted a revision of the covenants to 
maintain a quality set of covenants that supported the desired values of the neighborhood, and it was the responsibility of the 
Board in the interest of Winterwood Homeowners Association.  Initial efforts were initiated by the Board and several concerned 
homeowners to develop a line-item update to the covenants.  After completing these line-item updates the Board sought legal 
advice from Winterwood’s  law firm but discovered that our attorney no longer worked for the firm.   
 
The Board immediately initiated a search to discover to best and most qualified law firm for Winterwood. After a great deal of 
effort to find the most qualified firm, the Board determined Leahy.ps was the most qualified to represent our association.  Leahy.ps 
is a well respected firm specializing in home owners and community covenants and by-laws in the Seattle area and remains active 
with HOA law both within Washington and nationally.   
 
Following a review of current and past WEHOA covenants and by-laws, the Board was advised the current WEHOA CC&Rs were 
poorly written and a line-item piecemeal approach to updating them was not advised.  After further consulting with our attorney 
the board was united that a complete rewrite of our CC&R and By-Laws was the 
best direction for our neighborhood.  The 2010 operating budget was adjusted 
accordingly and our new attorney initiated a proper rewrite to our CC&R and By-
Laws. 
 
The Board received a first draft of new CC&Rs written as required in today’s 
legal environment to meet current legal and enforceable structures and formats.  
Of course the lawyer included components of the current CC&Rs that were 
important to the neighborhood.   
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